SHAKESPEARE
Southampton, the Virginia Company, 'The Sea Adventure5,
The Tempest, among other things.
Next year (1607) the revisers set to work on the Authorized
Version of the Bible.
What a Quinquennium! The Bible, Shakespeare, our free
institutions, our search for knowledge. These are the things
which must hold together all who speak the English tongue.
Think of Bacon's 'grain of mustard seed'.
And we 'have evidence that Shakespeare, like Bacon, looked
forward with optimism. Macbeth touches topics of much
interest to King James. Macbeth sees in a glass the long
succession of Scottish kings, Banquo's seed. If Shakespeare
had wished to do no more than compliment James, he would
have called pointed attention to one final figure, James, King
of both realms. Yet he does not. Macbeth exclaims
Some I see
That two fold balls and treble sceptres carry.
'Some that carry', not 'one who carries'. England, after genera-
tions of weary waiting, has not only a king. England has heirs.
And we have lived to see the eleventh in direct descent
from James Stuart crowned king over that Kingdom which
James united^ and over much more. Shakespeare and Bacon,
not such great saints as Thomas More, have proved better
prophets. The grain of mustard seed has grown.
Why should we believe that Shakespeare faced the new
reign with less courage than Bacon, or Ben Jonson, or Samuel
Daniel, who, just after James's accession, bids us look upon
the wonderful architecture of this state of England ... being
continually in all ages furnished with spirits fit to maintain
the majesty of her own greatness.
Of course Jacobean England had its troubles. Shortly after
Elizabeth died, a serious outbreak of plague raged; and the
theatres were closed. But on 9 April 1604 they were reopened;
and when, on All Saints' Day of that year Shakespeare and his
fellows, who had been sworn grooms of His Majesty's chamber,
acted Othello at court, I see no reason to believe that Shake-
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